The genus Limonium Mill (Plumbaginaceae) is comprised of 300 species, of which 18 are found in Kazakhstan, where they are regarded as valuable herbs [1a] . Phytochemical and biological studies on the aerial parts and roots of the industrially significant Kazakhstan species of Limonium resulted in the isolation and identification of different groups of biologically active compounds [1b-1d] . Continuation of this work on L. gmellinii Kuntze has led to the isolation of six compounds, including a new flavonol glycoside, gmelinoside I (1).
In the HR-ESI-MS, compound 1 showed an [M+H] + ion peak at m/z 481.09526 corresponding to the molecular formula C 21 H 20 O 13 . The UV spectrum of 1 in MeOH displayed two peaks at λ max 265 nm (Band I) and 365 nm (Band II) characteristic of a flavonol skeleton [2a] . The bathochromic shift of Band I after the separate addition of NaOAc (6.0 nm) and AlCl 3 (14.0 nm) to the methanolic solution of 1 indicated hydroxylation at C-7 and C-5. The 1 H NMR spectrum of 1 showed four aromatic singlets at δ H 6. 19, 6.37, 7.19, and 7.21 corresponding to H-6, H-8, H-6', and H-2', respectively. The spectrum also showed an anomeric proton at δ H 5.33 (d, J = 0.8 Hz, H-1") correlated to δ C 102.1 (C-1") in the HMQC spectrum, which indicated monoglycosylation. The site of glycosylation was determined by the HMBC correlation of H-1" (δ H 5.33) and C-3 (δ C 133.7). The 13 C NMR spectroscopic data of the sugar were quite similar to those reported for the Dgalactosyl moiety [2b], but the small coupling constant of the anomeric proton (J = 0.8 Hz) indicated an αconfiguration [2b]; the sugar was thus identified as α-Dgalactopyranose and the structure of 1 was elucidated as 3,5,7,3',4',5'-hexahydroxy-3-O-α-D-galactopyranosylflavone, to which the name gmelinoside I was assigned.
The other isolated compounds were identified as (-)- 
Extraction and isolation:
The dried aerial parts of Limonium gmelinii (300 g) were extracted by maceration with acetone: water (1:1, 1.6 L x 3) and the acetone extract was concentrated under reduced pressure. The concentrated extract was partitioned with EtOAc and n-BuOH, respectively. The EtOAc and n-BuOH fractions were dried separately under vacuum to afford 30.6 g and 58.8 g, respectively. Portions of the EtOAc and n-BuOH fractions were mixed (6.7 g) as they showed the same TLC pattern (EtOAc/HOAc/H 2 O, 5:1:1) and then fractionated using Si gel VLC to yield 9 fractions (1-9). Fraction 1-3 (80 mg) was chromatographed on polyamide, eluting with MeOH / CH 2 Cl 2 to give 2 (15 mg) and 3 (12.1 mg). Fraction 4 (256 mg) was further purified by Si gel CC using MeOH/CH 2 Cl 2 (0:100 to 20:80), followed by semipreparative C 18 HPLC (MeOH/H 2 O, 1:1, flow rate 2 mL/min, λ max 280 nm) to afford 4 (14.8 mg, rt.= 4.7 min) and 1 (15.1mg, rt.= 6.1) min). Fraction 5-6 (2.1 g) was subjected to Si gel CC eluting with EtOAc: hexanes (0:100 to 100:0) followed by MeOH/ EtOAc (0:100 to 100:0) yielding 40 fractions (A 1 -A 40 ). Fraction A 1 -A 3 (80.3 mg) gave 6 (46 mg) upon crystallization from hexanes/EtOAc (1:1). Fraction A 36-A 40 (140 mg) was chromatographed on polyamide eluting with MeOH/CH 2 Cl 2 (20:80) to yield 5 (12.4 mg). 5,7,3′,4′,5′-Hexahydroxy-3 
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